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FEEDBACK AND REVIEWS

PRESS:

“Carver exudes a warm humility that perfectly complements the fragile and overwhelmingly
human spirit at the heart of her storytelling” – The Reviews Hub

“At the heart of the piece is the celebration of life and music and the audience leaves with a
greater appreciation for both” – A Younger Theatre

“The Unsung is an exercise in delightful, demanding language. It enthrals its audience and
compels them sit back and enjoy” – The State of The Arts

“Bittersweet, profound, joyful” – Now Then Magazine

AUDIENCE FEEDBACK:

“One of the most powerful pieces of theatre / music / poetry I have ever seen”

“Absolutely fantastic! Original, stunningly creative, produces joy, sadness and passion in an
equal measure”

“Fantastic. Had no idea what to expect before coming. It surpassed my expectations.
Original, thought provoking, moving and exceptional”

“One of the most original performances I have ever seen for years. Really interesting,
beautifully executed”

“Fabulously brilliant. Brilliant mix of poetry and music (Politics, feminism and social
commentary).”

SHOWREEL AND AUDIENCE FEEDBACK : 2017 TOUR VENUES:

St Peter’s Church, Buxton Festival Fringe
The Roundhouse, London
Unity Theatre, Liverpool
Louder Than Words Festival, Manchester
Freedom Festival, Hull
The Cumberland Arms, Newcastle
Theatre Delicatessen, Sheffield

http://www.thereviewshub.com/the-unsung-the-roundhouse-london/
https://www.ayoungertheatre.com/review-the-unsung-roundhouse/
http://www.thestateofthearts.co.uk/features/hollie-mcnish-unity-theatre-liverpool/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJoI_st7q7M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJoI_st7q7M


ABOUT THE UNSUNG

You’ve heard of Kurt Cobain. You’ve heard of Jim Morrison. But have you heard of Scott
Johnson, or Anne Naysmith? The Unsung is a funeral party for the forgotten fallen heroes of
music – not the famous dead rock stars, but the people whose story has never been told. A
journey in poetry and sound from Sheffield poet Genevieve Carver and her live band, The
Unsung takes you on a whirlwind tour around the world exploring how music has shattered
the lives of those who’ve loved it most.

The Unsung bridges the gap between theatre, poetry and live music. Genevieve acts as funeral
director, reciting the central poem sequence that forms the backbone of the show in her
unique, honest style. The funeral band illustrate the narrative, working together with the
words to conjure strikingly vivid vignettes of different real human stories. Expect to be
transported from Malian deserts to Mediterranean cruise ships, meeting characters from
Prokofiev’s wife to Radiohead’s drum technician, to a soundtrack that shifts seamlessly from
80s synth pop, to gypsy jazz swing, African grooves and more.

Despite being a show about death, watching The Unsung is an uplifting experience,
combining humour, soundscapes and storytelling to create a captivating narrative that is
simultaneously thought-provoking and fun.

HISTORY

The Unsung was researched and developed as a residency project at Bank Street Arts in
Sheffield between March and December 2016. Much of the material was written during a
week-long residency at Sheffield Theatres as part of Making Room.

After four initial performances in 2016, including the Ilkley Literature Festival Fringe and in
the main programme of Off the Shelf Festival of Words, The Unsung has been touring across
England throughout 2017, including prestigious venues such as The Roundhouse in London.
It was the winner of the spoken word category at Buxton Fringe Festival 2017.

Both the 2016 and 2017 stages were part-funded by Arts Council England. Content from the
show is also now available as a studio album and book.

OUTREACH

Our mission is to broaden the audience of poetry and encourage cross-artform collaboration.
We offer workshops giving local poets, musicians and theatre-makers the opportunity to
work together If you are interested in including a workshop element alongside a
performance of The Unsung, please ask when booking.

WATCH TRAILER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkuHFg6Du_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkuHFg6Du_g


Sarah Sharp

Sarah Sharp is a singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist. She is
currently recording her debut solo album, The Last Decade of Love,
and working on industrial psych-folk project Case No. 15609 with
keyboardist Jon Willmer. Previous credits include folk-pop duo
Yellowcake, supporting artists such as MAIA, Ciaran Lavery, and
Roxanne de Bastion; and synth band Mysteron, with whom she
recorded the soon-to-be released EP 'We're Not From Here.‘

Tim Knowles

Tim Knowles is a musician, educator and researcher. Besides ‘The
Unsung’, his current performance projects include the jazz trio
‘Chronology’ (with Brian Bestall and Pete Lyons), and the rock band
‘MollyAnna’. Tim is a tutor at AS Music School and the University of
Sheffield, where he is undertaking a PhD in ethnomusicology focusing
on participatory music-making.

Brian Bestall

Brian Bestall began playing jazz, rock and pop on the local pub and
club circuit and during the 80’s played with house bands including ex
Walker Brothers’ Jimmy Wilson Band. The 90’s were filled with
numerous residencies and recordings for TV and radio commercials
and a stint with The Burt Kaempfert Orchestra. In 2000 Brian
returned to his jazz roots as founder member of Black Coffee, a
successful quintet featuring singer Alice Coulam, Other projects
include Jazz Quintet Impressions (current album 'No Moon At All'),
and jazz trio Chronology with fellow Unsung member Tim Knowles.

ABOUT US

Genevieve Carver

Genevieve Carver has been wowing audiences since 2011 with
her trademark mix of humour and melancholy, and
rhythmical storytelling style. She performs regularly at
prestigious events across the country and supported artists
such as Buddy Wakefield and Hollie McNish.

Her written work has appeared in several national
anthologies and magazines including Iota, Envoi and The
North. She has been awarded various literary prizes,
including highly commended in the Troubadour Prize and
reaching the long-list of the National Poetry Competition. In
2016 she was a semi-finalist in the Hammer & Tongue UK
National Poetry Slam.

“Genevieve Carver is one of the leading stars of the northern spoken word scene,
often amusing and heartbreaking in the same sentence, she is always entertaining
and one of South Yorkshire’s best performers” - Now Then Magazine.



TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

• Running Time: 1 Hour (no interval)

• Performance space: Studio / small-mid scale (50 -150 seats)

• Minimum performance area: 5m x 5m

• On the road: 4 performers, 1 sound technician (if required)

• Get-in time: 2 hours

• Get-out time: 30 mins

• We bring: 1 electric piano, 1 violin, 2 electric guitars with amps, 1 electric ukulele, 1 
drum-kit,  1 laptop, 1 steel pan

• We require: 4 microphones and stands, amplification and cabling for sound 
(including monitor speakers and a minimum of 6 channels), 2 chairs, 1 small table, 
sound technician if provided.

To book please contact:

theunsungpoetry@gmail.com

07521732324 

All photographs by Alexandra Wallace

Photograph: Charlotte Newton

mailto:theunsungpoetry@gmail.com

